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                                                                              PRETORIA SAILING CLUB
P O BOX 4610, Rietvalleirand 0174

Telephone / Fax     012 547 3688  

E-MAIL: psc@sailing.org.za

MAINSHEET – OCTOBER 2007
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
 21 October

PSC


Club Champs 

27 October

PSC


Joint CCC/PSC Swop & Try Day  and
27 October

PSC


Junior Training & Development
27 October

PSC
Social
Joint PSC/CCC Halloween Party

28 October

PSC


Spring Series 13, 14, 15 & 16
03 November
PSC


Saturday 1 (7, 8, & 9)
04 November
PSC


Summer Series 1, 2, 3, & 4


11 November
PSC


Summer Series 5, 6, 7, & 8

17 /18November
PSC
 

Turkey Regatta
and


17 November
PSC
Social
Christmas Dinner

From your Secretary
The Exco is still busy with all the ongoing jobs. A lot of progress has been made. Some of the

 Exco Members and one or two other members got together for two days on the September holiday weekend (Heritage day) and removed the marker buoys from the dam.  They were scrubbed, painted and numbered. The buoys had new shackles fitted and were placed back in their positions.  
The dolly for Impala collapsed last week. Thanks to Michael Ettershank and Chris English who spent their Sunday repairing it. It is now fully functional  again.

The Adult training course held on the 6/7 October went well. It was well attended with 9 very enthusiastic participants.  Five of whom returned the following week and sailed. Thank you to
Mark Biagio and the Training Team for all your hard work.
The Junior training is going really well and was fully attended last week. Thanks to the training committee and the other club members who so kindly stepped in to make this a really good day.

The training takes place on a Saturday from 1.30pm till 5 pm,  once a fortnight. There  are 3 more training days left to complete this course. 
 Michael Ettershank  spent Saturday at the training session filming the juniors and trainers it should make for some interesting DVD’s. These will be available for sale at a nominal cost. (all proceeds to the Training and Development Fund)    Anyone interested in purchasing a DVD contact Anne psc@sailing.org.za  cell:  082 488 9900.

 The club has invested in a DVD player, so we can now use educational as well as fun DVD’s at the club.

We are going to be starting a new Junior training course in January 2008.
The training committee are working very hard on upgrading the club training boats and most  of the junior boats now have  new buoyancy bags and covers. 
We have had a Mirror donated to the club for training and development  this month. This is a really great boat and perfect for both adult and junior  training.
A big thank you to Peter Roos.
You will have no doubt noticed new cupboards fitted in the bar and a new shelf for the urn.
One of our members  Leon  Erasmus very kindly did all this work for us. Thank you Leon.
You will also have noticed the gardens, and the flower pots on the veranda are looking really

good. Thanks to Hazel Hofmeyr and of course Frans and Peter who help by religiously watering 
them during the week.
Exco are still busy getting quotes for some of the more complicated improvements like renovation of the change rooms, paving etc. which need doing at the club.  Decisions will be made soon and work should commence shortly.

WATER PURITY IN RIETVLEI DAM
Our environmental committee are still continuing to try to obtain  more information from the authorities. They have received a statement from the Water Research Commission.  This document is too long to place in this newsletter.  It will be placed on the notice board at the club for members to read at their leisure.
JOINT FUN AND DEVELOPMENT DAY WITH THE CCC
We are having a joint Canoe and Sailing day on the 27 October. It will be an opportunity to try 

Paddling and for the Canoeists to try Sailing.

The DEVELOPMENT part of this day
We have invited an organisation called “Soapkids “ to come and join us to share our sailing and canoeing activities with us. 
We are hoping that some of the children will take to the sports and if so we will enrol them on to are training courses. 

We will be supplying breakfast, lunch, boats, many helping hands, and possibly a game drive in the reserve. 

DETAILS OF SOAPKIDZ          www.soapkidz.org
SOAPKIDZ  has reached 4623 people since April 2005 and has picked up 1000 bags of litter. 
AS NON-PROFIT ORGANISATION, WE AIM TO CREATE ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS AND PROMOTE NATURE CONSERVATION AMONGST UNDERPRIVILEGED AND ABUSED CHILDREN. 
Our mission is to expose children to natural environments, where the breath of God on their skin, will fill them with awareness, passion, laughter, trust, compassion, love, acceptance, freedom and companionship. With the help of the various outdoor activity groups - mountaineering, canoeing, mountain biking, hiking and orienteering clubs, as well as volunteers who help out with supervision, we teach these children about: NATURE, THE PRESERVATION THEREOF, SELF PRESERVATION, LIFE, FRIENDSHIP, FIRST AID, PREVENTION & LIVING WITH HIV & AIDS, TRUST, LOYALTY, COURAGE, COMMUNICATION, TEAM WORK, BUSINESS, MARKETING & SOCIAL SKILLS ETC. Every activity incorporates ‘ENVIRONMENTAL CLEAN UP PROJECTS’ with a prize for the team who collects the most litter. 

ACTION 
W e obviously need help on this day both in terms of members to take the children for a sail and we shall also be providing them with Breakfast, Lunch and snacks so any contribution in this regard would be much appreciated.                                                                                                For more details contact Anne  psc@sailing.or.za   Tel:  012 547 3688
Halloween Dinner, Saturday 27 October 19h00
Please note that vouchers for the dinner will be available from Frans at the galley as from Saturday 6th October.  Adults R50 & children (under 16) R25.  Seating is limited so purchase your vouchers early to avoid disappointment.  Please inform Frans if you require a vegetarian meal.
You may also phone or email Anne 082 488 99 00   psc@sailing.org.za
WE ARE ALREADY 2/3 BOOKED FOR THE ABOVE EVENT SO BOOK NOW !

Its club champs this Sunday, looking forward to seeing you all at the club then.
Best Regards

Anne
FIREBALL CLASS NEWS

The Fireball fleet made its reappearance at PSC for Champs 1 and 2. There were three boats. We plan to build on this by committing to the Championship days for Fireball sailing. All of you with Fireballs or with aspirations to sail a great high performance boat, please join us on the Championship days. For any questions or support on Fireballs, please call David on 082 412 4769 or dwa@bosungroup.co.za. If you are interested only in being placed on our email list, please let me have your email details. The Club sailing calendar is available in electronic form from Anne at PSC or from me.

David Wertheim Aymes
Sailing Away

So, we're sitting on the edge of an immense piece of water. Eyes glued to binoculars, straining at little white triangles swaying on the horizon. The heat is baking us and the wind is drying the rest of any moisture we own. Dust swirls everywhere. Even your ears turn crunchy. Why, for the love of sailing, do we do this? (hmmmm? answered that one right there).

Well, we had no choice but to attend the 2007 NSA Laser Provincials hosted at Aeolians (ayoleeans, why did they not call it ABC sailing Club?). Not such a bad trip from PSC. An hour and a half to 2 hours at a very casual pace. The shore facilities are pretty nasty. But the sailing is good. Probably the best in our province. I took a trip around the club and met many many familiar faces. Many of these were PSC members. The 505's, Lasers, Oppies and Dabbies all had a go at the water. Before you think I am prejudiced, the Finns were also there. But you have to make that point very clearly or they get even at the next mark you share with them.

So many PSC faces. It is a good sight. Spread through all the fleets, young and old. Makes you feel at home really. The shore and water was dominated by PSC people. You can be sure that we are the biggest and most active club in Gauteng. This got me thinking, particularly about the Laser class.

PSC has around 130 Lasers in the parking lot. These are super simple boats to maintain and to sail. It's like a wind-surfer for those who cannot stand for too long. They poked a hole in the deck to hold the mast up. There is only one sail, a collection of about ten little ropes and a large deck which is rather under utilised when the wind blows.

"Sob sob", I hear some Laser owners say. "We do not have a trailer for our boat. So how can we go to other clubs?". Bolderdash, I say". Owning a station wagon with those rails on the roof, I have mounted our faithful Laser on the roof and headed to clubs. A 7 foot Venter carries a Laser just fine. Just put the red flag on the bow behind the whole lot. The cops have even pulled us off and had nothing to say about it. I have also encountered those who have had special trailers built for thousands of rand. It's your choice. But possible.

If you own a Laser, get on it. It is a ball of adrenalin in twenty knots. It will give you a six pack better than any TV store piece of plastic with an elastic band. In lighter weather she gets you around the dam with little effort. The perfect excuse to get some "alone time" to think about those things you normally do not think about.

So you suck as a sailor! That's no excuse. The main factor that makes anyone good at anything, is practice. Practice implies that you actually participate regularly. There is a reason why you end your first few races at the back of the fleet. So you can see what everyone else does, then try it yourself. It is not long before you start looking back at some of the fleet and forward at where you will be after more practice.

If you are not sure how this racing thing works. Go and watch. Take a day and travel to the club or to another venue where the Lasers are sailing. Watch what goes on and chat with the sailors when they come off the water. They are a helpful bunch. If you think that is not on, get down to PSC the next time the RCL guys are sailing. This is the ultimate in spectator sailing. The little boats stay in sight all the time, the skippers never leave the shore unless something is horribly wrong. You can chat with the skippers while they sail and you can see exactly what they are doing. In fact, some RCL skippers might pay you to speak to their competitors while the race is on. These little guys sail by the exact same rules that the big guys do.

There are few excuses to not try it out. See you at the club.

Dave le Roux


HELP WITH PROJECTS

Your club is a non profit making organisation that requires maintenance on a constant basis. There is a long list of projects and routine tasks that have to be done to keep YOUR club to an acceptable standard.  In order to perform these projects and tasks, the club needs YOU.
 The routine tasks include bridge and rescue duty, club boat maintenance, regular consumable purchases for  the galley. Galley duty,  club house upgrades.
Please consider giving a little of your time to the club to help out. It will make the club a safer, better and more comfortable place to be.

You do not need to be on a committee to assist in any of these duties or projects. If you would like
to offer your assistance in any of these tasks even on a very occasional basis
 please email Anne at :  psc@sailing.org.za Tel: 102 547 3688

WASHING OF BOATS
Please make sure that you wash your boats thoroughly after you have been sailing at other
locations before you launch them in our dam.  There is a  tap and hose pipe in the vicinity of gate 2. Alien weeds have been introduced to our dam in recent years. We must do our best to prevent this happening.
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CREW   WANTED !   Please help us get our crew list together
We are still busy with our list of members who are looking to crew.

If you would like to crew for someone please add your name to the list.  I cannot overstress how

much can be learnt  from crewing for a good skipper.  Let alone the fun involved.

please add your name to our list if you want a crew or need a crew  email  Anne  at  psc@sailing.org.za  tel:  012 547 3688 or put your name on the list at the club.

ENTERPRISE FOR SALE

An Enterprise in excellent condition is unexpectedly up for sale due to relocation.  Glassfibre with wooden deck, imported foils etc. excellent condition price negotiable   

    For details phone: Andy Radford on: 084 408 5460
 For Sale  Laser 1
Sail No. 99850 , Bay No. 32 , Measurement Certificate 11355 , Sails in very good condition , Launching Dolly , Boat Cover , 2 Life jackets & wet suits , Anchor , Ready to race ,

Price  R 16 000.00      o.n.o. 

Contact ; Dr Klaus Merensky
469 Cliff Avenue 
Waterkloof Ridge Ext. 2
Pretoria  
Tel. 012 3477702 , 082 807 4346
E-mail : kmerensky@telkomsa.net 

DABCHICK FOR SALE

Dabchick in excellent condition with new vinyl cover and dolly
3 sets of sails  

1 set only used once.

Very good competitive history

R5,000   O.N.C.O.
Contact  Tony:       082 891 2043
WANTED
I am looking for anyone who is selling a 29er.
Alan Everett
084 689 0346

                         Old Dabchicks Wanted
We are looking for old Dabchicks in any condition that we can buy cheaply, restore, and use for youth sailing development at Ebenezer Dam in Limpopo.

We would also be interested in old Optimists and 0-9ers.

If you would like to dispose of your old boats, please contact:

Brad Bell

Development Officer

Mountain Yacht Club

Tel/fax: (015) 295 – 5790

E-mail: brad@belgravia.co.za

The Mountain Yacht Club runs a youth sailing development programme that is recognised and supported by the Northvaal Sailing Authority

DOLPHIN WANTED

I am a keen new member at PSC and would like to buy a second hand Dolphin. If you have a Dolphin

For sale or know anyone who has, please contact me 

Frederick at 082 5577 107 or email : frederick@mwd.co.za

CLUB HOUSE HIRE 

The club house is still available for hire for functions to club members for more information

contact: Anne.  at  psc@sailing.org.za
ARTICLES AND ADVERTS THE MAINSEET

If you would like to place an article or advert in the Mainsheet please email Anne. psc@sailing.org.za

